
Location

Address: 12 N College Ave, College Place, WA, 99324, USA
Geographic Areas: Walla Walla County, T07R35E25, COLLEGE PLACE Quadrangle

Information
Number of stories: 1.50

Architect/Engineer:

Category Name or Company

Historic Context:

Category

Architecture

Historic Use:

Category Subcategory

Domestic Domestic - Single Family House

Domestic Domestic - Single Family House

Construction Type Year Circa
Built Date 1935

Construction Dates:
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Project Number, Organization, 
Project Name

Resource Inventory SHPO Determination SHPO Determined By, 
Determined Date

2019-01-00432, , City of College 
Place Reconnaissance and 
Intensive Level Survey

5/9/2019  

Local Registers and Districts
Name Date Listed Notes

Project History

Thematics:
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West facade.

Gable detail.

Photos

Southwest corner.

Northwest corner.

Thursday, May 9, 2019 Page 3 of 6

Historic Property Report
Residence 718103Resource Name: Property ID:



Inventory Details - 5/9/2019

Characteristics:
Category Item

Foundation Concrete - Poured

Form Type Single Dwelling

Roof Type Gable - Cross

Roof Material Asphalt/Composition - Shingle

Cladding Stucco

Structural System Wood - Platform Frame

Plan Rectangle

Cladding Wood - Shingle

Styles:
Period Style Details

Mid-Late 19th and Early 20th 
Century Revivals

Tudor - Cottage

Detail Information

Common name:

Date recorded: 5/9/2019

Field Recorder: Spencer Howard

Field Site number:

SHPO Determination

Surveyor Opinion

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: Yes

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No
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Significance narrative: The property, constructed ca. 1935 according to the Walla Walla County Assessor, does 
appear indi-vidually eligible under National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Criterion C, 
as it does embody the distinctive characteristics of a period of construction. 
The property does not appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion A, as it is does 
not have a known important association with a single event or pattern of events 
significant to the city’s architec-tural history. 
The property does not appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion B, as it is does 
not illustrate a specific person’s important achievements. 
The property does not appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion D, as it is does 
not have im-portant information that can contribute to our understanding of human 
history. 
The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and associ-ation. The building’s front entrance configuration, use of shingles and 
stucco, and intact multiple lite windows along the city’s main thoroughfare set it apart as 
a distinctive example within the city. 
The property is not located within a potential National Register of Historic Places historic 
district.
By 1956, Harold D. and Hilda Schwartz lived at the house. The couple had previously 
resided at 912, 24, and 16 N College Avenue. Throughout this time through his 
retirement ca. 1959, Harold worked as the principal at Walla Walla College Academy. 
Hilda worked as an office worker at Walla Walla College. 
By 1960 through 2019, Walla Walla College (Walla Walla University) owned the building 
along with 18 N College and used it for faculty housing. From 1959 through 1961, Charles 
W. Harter, a teacher at Walla Walla College, and wife Elizabeth Harter lived in the house. 
In 1962, Fred R. Bennett also a teacher at Walla Walla College, lived in the house 
immediately prior to building his house at 36 NE Tremont Drive and during his 
involvement with the platting of the 1962 Mountain Vista Addition. In 1963, Paul R. 
Hellie moved into the house. He was married to Louis M. Helli¬¬e and worked as a heavy 
equipment operator with Walla Walla College. Lois worked as a secretary and business 
manager at Walla Walla College. The building stood vacant in 1965, before being used as 
Conard Hall Annex 3 from ca. 1967 through 1969.
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Physical description: This platform-frame single-family house fronts N College Avenue. The Tudor Revival 
style, one-and-a-half-story residence stands on a parged concrete foundation and follows 
a rectangular plan. The steeply-pitched, side gable roof has a small cross gable at the 
front entrance and is clad in asphalt composition shingles. A smaller side gable extends 
off the southwest corner of the house projecting out slightly from the main roofline. The 
main roof has modest gable and eave overhangs, with boxed eaves. Eave returns occur at 
the gable ends. The cross gable has flush gable ends with flared eaves. Gable ends 
feature prominent rake moldings, with a bed molding at the gable ends, transitioning 
from the shingle wall cladding to the soffit. Two buff colored brick chimneys service the 
building. A promi-nent gable end chimney with a tapered stack and decorative brick 
pattern work and a smaller internal chimney. 
Wood shingles clad the house with textured stucco cladding at the projecting front 
entrance. A small round arched louvered vent occurs in the gable end above the 
entrance. Wood sash, multiple lite win-dows provide day lighting and ventilation for the 
house. All openings have wood casings with a raised outer molding and thin lug sills. The 
main front facade window consists of a central fixed sash having 6 small upper lites over 
a large central lite. Narrow wood mullions separate this sash from narrow flank-ing sash 
having two small upper lites over a large lower lite. A 12:1 double hung window occurs at 
the south end of the front facade. Side facade and southwest corner windows consist of 
single and paired 6:6 double hung windows. Multiple lite windows provide day lighting 
for the basement, with corrugat-ed exterior window wells. 
The front entrance projects from the main facade with tapered walls that rise to the 
steeply pitched cross gable. A round arched doorway leads to an enclosed front stoop. A 
short flight of concrete steps lead up to an exterior concrete landing with notable 
decorative metal work on the railing along the stairs and exterior landing. Quarry tiles 
clad the interior landing. A 15 lite wood door flanked by 5 lite side lites provides access to 
the building interior. A basement entrance on the northwest corner of the building 
features exterior concrete stairs and retaining walls. Metal railings with decorative metal 
work extend along the top of the retaining walls. 
The building’s cladding remains intact with slight plan and window changes. Alterations 
based on permits include: 1960, reroofed the house; 1984, remodeled part of the 
basement; 1991, sewer line repairs; 1997, sewer line repair; 2000, reroofing of the 
building; and, 2010, replaced the gas furnace and air conditioner heat pump. A small 
shed roof enclosure projects off the south side of the building. Concrete blocks serve as 
the foundation below the southwest portion of the building and the outer wall of the 
shed roof addition. A large patio extends to the south of the building connecting with 18 
N College Ave. An added wall scone provides lighting at the front entrance. The south 
window on the southwest corner portion of the house is a contemporary single pane 
sash.

Bibliography: City of College Place building permit records. 
R. L. Polk & Company, Inc., “Walla Walla City and County Directory (Washington). (R. L. 
Polk & Compa-ny, Inc.: Seattle, 1949 through 1969).
Walla Walla County Assessor property record data, including estimated year built.
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